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US Patent and Te ademark Office 

Customer Service ^Vindow 

Randolph Building 

401 Dulany Street 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56, tJie 
attention of the Paitent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on tlie 
attached Form PTO-1449, which were cited in an Office Action July 14, 2009 issued ia 
connection with co-pending J^anese Patent Application No. 2005-516803. A copy of tlie 
Japanese Office Action and cited references are attached. 

The above information is presented so that the Patent and Trademark OfKce may, in tlie 
first instance, detenrane any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. See 37 C.F.R. l.l04(:i) 
and 1.106(b) conce:ming the PTO duty to consider and use any such inforaiation. 
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It is respectfully requested that the infonnation be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this appHcation, and that these references be made of record therein and appear 
among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 



STEPTOE & JOmJSON LLP 
1330 Connecticut Ave,, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 
(202) 429-6415 

Attorney Docket No,: 28951.1179 



Respectfully submitted, 



STEPTOE & JOHNSON LLP 



Date: August 4, 2009 




Roger W. Parkhurst 
Reg. No. 25,177 



2 



08/04/2009 TUE 15:22 [TX/RX NO 5868] I2|005 



